
CAPE GIRARDEAU

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR
A year ago this newsletter found classes halted in 
Sept. of 2019 by a wave of unrest throughout Haiti 
which was brought on by years of oppression 
coupled with a growing decline of the economy. This 
led to a forced stay at home by the people to protest 
their plight. Classes were finally resumed in January, 
and then the pandemic was brought into the country. 
Haiti shut the borders to all traffic into the country. 
Along with a lockdown, as seen in 2019, it prevented 
widespread of the virus, which would have been 
catastrophic with the limited health care.

Samuel Darguin, Executive Director of the Haitian 
American Caucus-Haiti based in 
New York was stranded in New 
York City with family members. 
He was stateside to fundraise for 
the Institution Mixte Shalom des 
Freres, in Croix des Bouquets, 
Haiti. This was heartbreaking for 
him. However, he continued to 
direct a feeding program and at 
home learning, as the school had 
done during the 2019 unrest. In 
April HAC was the first primary school in Haiti to be 
fully functional on Google Classroom. This 
facilitated non-contact communication between 
teachers and students and streamlined eLearning.  In 
the first week 60% attendance was achieved. This 
was quite a feat in a third world country and a 

testament to the 
dedication of the school 
faculty to its students. It 
was not until the end of 
July that Samuel was 
able to return to Haiti. 
He then helped the 
school to prepare for the 
return of students with 
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Stay connected to HAC through their 
website: WWW.WEAREHAC.ORG or become a 

friend on their Facebook page.

safety protocols in 
place. Thus on the 
10th of August, 500 
students excitedly 
returned to the 
school that has 
become a place of 
stability, especially 
in the last two very 
turbulent years.  The 
school term was 
completed  at the end 
of September.

NATIONAL EXAMS
During the Covid shutdown the 9th and 12th graders 
were continuing preparations for the country’s 
required exams. Once school resumed they attended 
Saturday classes to make up for lost time in the 
classroom. The school was selected to be a testing site 
for the 9th graders across the area. With 300 students 
being brought in from outside the school 
community, extra measures were taken in disinfect 
the school and protect students and teachers.

FIRST SENIORS GRADUATE

Graduation in June and the planned attendance of 
several Zonta members had to be cancelled. The 
thirteen seniors finally received their diplomas 
following the Oct. exams.  The students were 
surprised with a recorded video of Zonta Haiti team 
members offering their congratulations. A fundraiser 
was started by HAC to acquire laptops as a gift for 
their future endeavors.



2020-2021 School year

The hurricane that hit Haiti brought lots of rain and 
strong winds.  While Port au Prince had widespread 
flooding, Croix des Bouquets being a farming 
community absorbed the rainfall. However, the 
winds took the roof off of the preschool building. 
Zonta of Cape Girardeau helped fund the repairs.

Cape Zonta Haiti Chair and Sponsorhip 
Coordinator Information:

Andrea Sachse
373 Oakshire Drive

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
573.579.8414      amsachse5@yahoo.com

The new school year began in November with 
enrollment back to nearly 550. Plans are to finish this 
term in July.

NOTE FROM ZONTA HAITI CHAIR

Little did I know when writing the last newsletter 
what 2020 would bring world-wide. I hope all the 
sponsors and supporters of the HAC School are 
doing well.  Unfortunately, our mission trips for 
2020 and the spring of 2021 were cancelled. I have 
been touched by 
the continuing 
sponsorships and 
new sponsors that 
2020 brought. Your 
faith in this mission 
at the HAC School 
in Haiti is a light in 
these sometimes 
dark times. Our 
s p o n s o r s h i p 
numbers near 100, 
but I would like to 
see this number double. The economy in Haiti 
continues to be unstable putting a severe strain on 
families.  Keeping the children fed at the school, 
which is often their only weekly meals, is a great 
expense. While Kids Against Hunger supplements are 
sent from the states, it is difficult to ship the bulk 
rice. Also goods are often confiscated in port with 
the desperation of the people to feed their families. 
Please share this mission with family and friends. 
Feel free to copy and distribute the enclosed 
newsletter and your renewal application for 2021. 

HURRICANE DAMAGE

Hugs and kisses 
from the students 

in Haiti. 

Have a 
Merry 

Christmas and 
blessed New 

Year!


